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TO THE ISO MEMBER BODIES AND 
CORRESPONDENT MEMBERS IN 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES 

ISO Helmut Reihlen 2010 Award – Can International Standards help fight 
climate change? 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
I am pleased to announce the 6th edition of the Helmut Reihlen Award, the ISO contest for 
young standardizers in developing countries and economies in transition.  
 
The award is held every other year under the ISO Action Plan for developing countries. It 
is named after Professor Helmut Reihlen, former Director of the Deutsches Institut für 
Normung (DIN), the ISO member for Germany, in recognition of his significant contribution 
to ISO's capacity building activities in developing countries. 
 
As for the previous edition, national standards bodies are requested to participate actively 
in the selection process by calling for contributions and selecting the three best essays for 
submission to ISO.  
 
Please distribute the attached leaflet, as widely as possible, to permanent employees in 
your organization as well as duly authorized delegates and experts involved in 
standardization work in your country. The leaflet contains information on the theme 
selected for this year’s contest and the entry requirements.  
 
Please organize your national selection process, and send the essays that you wish to 
enter the contest, to the DEVCO Secretariat (dev-t@iso.org), by 4 June 2010. Together 
with the essays received from developing countries around the world, they will be 
evaluated by an independent jury that will declare the winner of the 2010 Award.  
 
I look forward to receiving your submissions and thank you for your active participation in 
the selection process. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Rob Steele 
 
 
 
Enclosures 
 
cc. President      Vice-President (technical management) 
 President-elect      Treasurer 
 Vice-President (policy)     IEC General Secretary 

mailto:dev-t@iso.org




ISO Contest for Young Standardizers  
in Developing Countries

The purpose of the contest is to 
encourage young professionals in 
developing countries and economies 
in transition to engage in interna-
tional standardization and to raise 
awareness of the importance of 
standards in promoting safe and 
sustainable economic development. 

The award is co-sponsored by ISO 
and the DIN – Deutsches Institut für 

Normung, the ISO member for Ger-
many. It is named after Professor Dr. 
Helmut Reihlen in recognition of his 
significant contribution to helping ISO 
members in developing countries to 
build capacity in order to participate 
more fully in international standardi-
zation activities. The contest is orga-
nized under the ISO Action Plan for 

Developing Countries 2005-2010.

The theme 
The theme for the 2010 award is Can 
International Standards help fight 
climate change ? Climate change is 
a reality and will remain the greatest 
challenge of the 21st century. It is no 
longer just one of many environmen-
tal concerns, but the major overriding 
issue of our time. It is a growing 
crisis with economic, health, safety, 
food production, security and other 
dimensions. 

Climate change has a particularly pro-
found impact on developing countries 
and poses new challenges to entire 
regions not having the resources to 
adapt socially, technologically and 
financially. 

Says ISO Secretary-General Rob Steele : 
“ Standards will play an increasingly 
important role in moving societies 
and economies to a more climate safe 
development path. Standards can pro-
vide clear guidelines, help structure 
processes and provide a framework 
for the rapidly developing field of 
greenhouse gas (GHG) management. 
In doing so, they help facilitate new 
green technology markets and more 
energy-efficient and profitable busi-
ness practices.”

For the 6th edition of the Helmut 
Reihlen Award, young standardizers 
are invited to weigh the potential 
of International Standards to tackle 
climate change and explore critical 
success factors, as well as to identify 
challenges and possible pitfalls. 

Candidates are expected not only to 
research the topic, but also to put 
forward a personal analysis of the role 
of standards and to formulate original 
ideas related to the situation in their 

countries. 



Eligibility 
The contest is open to permanent 
employees of the standardization 
institutions that are members of ISO 
in developing countries and in 
economies in transition. Others who 
may also participate in the contest 
are delegates and experts involved 
in ISO technical work who have been 
duly authorized by the ISO member 
in his/her country. Candidates must 
not be over 35 years old (i.e. born 
after 15 March 1975).

Entry requirements 
To take part in the contest, write an 
essay on the proposed theme and 
complete the contest entry form. 
Submit your application to the 
Chief Executive Officer of your 
national standards body (NSB) by 

10 May 2010. 

•	 Submissions will be accepted only 
in electronic format

•	 Your essay should not exceed 
3   000 words or 10 typescript pages, 
including illustrations, tables and 
charts

•	 Papers must be written in English. 
If English is not your first lan-
guage, we recommend you have 
your paper edited to do justice to 
your work and ideas

•	 Format your essay in font size 11, 
with double line spacing and a 
margin of 30 mm on all four sides 
of the page

•	 Please note that each participant 
may only submit one essay

•	 Co-authored papers will not be 
accepted

•	 Applicants grant publication rights 
to ISO. The winning essay may be 
published on ISO’s Website and 
a summary of it in ISO Focus+ 
magazine.

Your essay will be evaluated by your 
NSB which has the task of selecting 
the three best papers from its country 
for submission to ISO for final judg-
ing. Any paper sent to ISO directly 

will not be considered.

The jury 
ISO will nominate a panel of inde-
pendent judges to review the essays 
and select the winning paper. In 
the event of no paper being of 
sufficient merit, the jury may decide 
to withhold the award.

The prize
The following awards will be 
offered  :

1s t Prize 	CHF 3 000

2 nd Prize	CHF 1 000

3 rd Prize	CHF 500.

The 1s t prize includes an invitation 
to receive the award at the ISO 33rd 
General Assembly, to be held in 
Oslo, Norway, in September 2010.
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For any further information, 
please contact : 

The Director

Development and Training 
Services

ISO Central Secretariat

E-mail: dev-t@iso.org 




